
HOW LONG IS A TYPICAL BUSINESS PLAN

A page plan with dense text and no graphics is much longer than a page plan And in that context, some of the more
practical, internal-use-only business plans can be only 5 or 10 pages long. (15 votes, average: out of 5).

And then, the first real page of content is your Executive Summary. Often, venture contests specify a limit of
30 pages or 40 pages at times, but rarely 50 pages, including the appendices that contain detailed financial
statements, for a business plan. Every business has customers, products and services, operations, marketing
and sales, a management team, and competitors. A page plan with dense text and no graphics is much longer
than a page plan broken up into readable bullet points, useful illustrations of locations or products, and
business charts to illustrate important projections. You should plan for stiff competition from the beginning. In
this connection, some of the key aspects to be kept in mind are as follows: Practical business plans prepared
for internal use only can have five to ten pages Business plans of large companies may have hundreds of pages
A standard expansion or start-up plan prepared for presentation to outsiders can have 20 to 40 pages. Does it
include detailed research, plans, drawings, and blueprints? Business Plan Length Infographic Below is an
infographic of this article for quick reference. It is not prudent to reduce the length of the plan by cutting down
on helpful graphics. Unfortunately the page limitation leads some contestants to very bad choices, as they
cram content into dense typefaces and thick texts, making their plans worse, not better. That being said, the
average length of a business plan to accomplish that goal is 15 to 25 pages. Obtain as much feedback as you
can from trusted friends, colleagues, nonprofit organizations, and potential investors or lenders. Finally, extra
graphics such as clip art that are not relevant to the matter at hand may better be avoided. And while you're
researching, be sure to consult multiple sources since many times the experts will disagree. If the business
plan is prepared keeping these aspects in mind, the reader will be able to get an overall idea in about 15
minutes by quickly browsing through the key points. The following is a list of the critical financial
information to include in your business plan packet. Each of these are extremely important to a SBA lender,
since they will directly impact your ability to repay your loan s. Once your writing's perfect, the presentation
has to match. It is important to use as much illustration as possible. Smoothing Out the Rough Spots Once you
know what mistakes not to make, there are still a few steps you need to take to make your business plan
"bulletproof. Andrew Clarke is the CEO of Ground Floor Partners , a business consulting firm that helps
early-stage, small and middle-market businesses grow through design and execution of sound business
strategies. You'll quickly find that almost everyone thinks they're an expert and they all could do a better job
than you. Maximizing returns requires a professional, focused approach with each project. Provide evidence
that your company offers a product or service that serves as a solution to a problem identified by your target
market.


