
AN ANALYSIS OF HUMOR IN THE NUNS PRIEST TALE AND THE MILLERS

TALE

Geoffrey Chaucer also used humor in The Canterbury Tales in different instances . In "The Nun's Priest Tale" and "The
Miller's Tale" I will show you how he uses.

We'll take a look right away. In middle English. Alexander Pope's poem The Rape of the Lock is an excellent
example a mock-heroic composition; it treats a trivial event the theft of a lock of hair, in this case as if it were
sublime. Cato Dionysius Cato, the author of a book of maxims used in elementary education not to be
confused with the more famous Marcus Cato the Elder and Marcus Cato the Younger, who were famous
statesmen of ancient Rome. If the tale, taken simplistically, does endorse prophetic dreams though, as
mentioned above, a look at the animal nature of its characters might be seen as parodying the whole concept!
Her solution is that she will pick herbs from the yard in order to bring his humors back to normal. As with the
priest's other retractions, the statement means exactly the opposite of what it says; he may deny its application
simply by repeating it to the lettter. One morning, Chaunticleer began to groan in his throat, as a man who was
troubled in his dreams does, and Pertelote, aghast, asked him what the matter was. This hyperbole is amplified
even further in the call to the author of Poetria Nova, reminding us of the conscious artifice of the tale and at
once saluting a rhetorical lament for a fallen king and bringing Chauntecleer into the discourse register of that
presentational voice. Geoffrey reference to Geoffrey de Vinsauf, an author on the use of rhetoric during the
twelfth century. Chaucer uses elevated language to describe a fox catching a rooster in a barnyard â€” a far cry
from the classic epics. Opening descriptio: the poor widow and her house. Kendrick asserts that the tale is "a
fiction of power, chiefly over females" and connects Chauntecleer's aggressive behavior to the priest's
"considerable sexual frustration" because "his service to a group of nuns is restricted to the spiritual domain"
37 , and perhaps in the sense that the expression of such sexuality precludes further debate over dreams, as
well as in the fact that the priest embeds other anti-feminist comments in the story, she may be correct. Since
the story of Lancelot is a fable, the tragedy cannot be true; further, the fact that women revere it implies that
women have poor judgment in determining the truth. Lancelot of the lake the popular knight of King Arthur's
legendary Round Table. Observing the Priest's magnificent physique, he comments that, if the Priest were
secular, his manhood would require not just seven hens, but seventeen. Hasdrubal the king of Carthage when it
was destroyed by the Romans. Hotson's interpretation, for example, sees the col-fox as an anagram for
Nicholas Colfax, a follower of Mowbray who was implicated as a participant in Mowbray's murder of
Gloucester; Chauntecleer is associated with Bolingbroke because their colors are similar, and "the fox is
ruined by talking, as Mowbray was ruined by his slander of the king" Robinson  Notice the contrast: The term
"bour and halle" comes from courtly verse of the time and conjures up the image of a castle. A multiple
variety of comic registers backgrounds this digression. The essays in our library are intended to serve as
content examples to inspire you as you write your own essay. His other responsibilities â€” taking care of his
wives â€” are equally silly. The tale is an outstanding example of the literary style known as a bestiary or a
beast fable in which animals behave like human beings. Uncover new sources by reviewing other students'
references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or counterarguments to address in your
own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how to use and how not to use our
library. Rich and elusive, the priest's tale develops its multi-voiced comedy by presenting rhetorical
displacements of presentational voice, relying on the audience's knowledge of other pilgrims and their tales to
develop comic effects in the change of voices. Her main possession is a noble cock called Chaunticleer.
Chaunticleer sang merrily in the yard, and, casting his eyes among the cabbages, caught sight of the fox â€”
and would have fled, but the fox addressed him, asking where he was going, and claiming to be his friend.
Chaunticleer's escape is also effected by the use of flattery. When the Nun's Priest turns to Chaunticleer, he
begins to comment on the life of the rich in other ironic ways. Let us know! We must also remember the cause
of the discussion of divine foreknowledge: Lady Pertelote thinks that Chaunticleer's dream or nightmare was
the result of his constipation, and she recommends a laxative. Augustine, Boethius or Bishop Bradwardine,
fascinated with aggressive sexual behavior, perhaps inwardly rebellious and yet fearful of his superior, the
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Prioress. Chaunticleer suggests to the fox to turn around and shout insults at his pursuers. Did you find
something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay example? First, as with all
comedies, Chaucer's priest observes the negative definition of comedy as responding to departures from a
serious norm that is already defined and understood by its audience Fry ; these departures necessarily make
"game of 'serious' life" Sypher  This sentence also directs our attention to the theme of illusion-making via
rhetoric, reflexively asserting the falseness of rhetoric as leading to vanity and ultimately into the fox's jaws,
while simultaneously affirming that skillful language used at the right time can get one out of those same jaws.
To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal information from the
essays. Chauntecleer is indeed a jewel of a cock, with a comb "redder than the fyn coral," a shining black bill
and azure legs and toes, golden in color and with nails "whitter than the lylye flour" ,  The narrator then
addresses everyone who thinks the tale is mere foolery, asking them to take the moral of the tale, rather than
the tale itself: taking the fruit, and letting the chaff remain. He bode his time for a while.


