
AN ARGUMENT AGAINST ENFORCING SECULARISM IN THE NEAR EAST

The Middle East will only be convinced by Islamic arguments for a secular state On the first page of his book, Islam and
the Secular State, Abdullahi an-Na'im or principle", a state that has no enforcing role in religious matters. the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) but.

But Salafis and members of the Muslim Brotherhood disagree as to Al Azhar's role and place in the
interpretation of Islamic law for the state. I'd now like to suggest an answer. Governments gradually granted
equal civil status to those holding a variety of religious and irreligious beliefs â€” a key condition for creating
secular states. Even though worldwide a great many people think religion should not affect legislation and
policy-making, those who disagree are a growing force. Secularists continue to allow Islamist regulations to
control the private sphere in order to qualm Islamist constituents, and Islamists continue to believe Shari'a is
meant to apply mainly to the private sphere. Secular citizens are expected not to exclude a fortiori that they
may discover even in religious utterances semantic contents and covert personal intuitions that can be
translated and introduced into a secular discourse. In the Roman Catholic countries, which comprised 45
percent of the European population, faith retreated particularly fast. Still, the struggle between secular and
religious worldviews is far from over. In effect, it was claiming the right to choose which bits of the treaty, if
any, it would implement. However his plan to nationalize the colonial oil interests held by the Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company, later British Petroleum , attracted the ire of the United Kingdom. This goes along with the
upswing in identity politics in recent decades, where religion, along with ethnicity, gender, and sexual
preference, has become a basis of political solidarity, in part replacing older identities based on class or
patriotism, or on universalist worldviews like socialism and liberalism. Be it the dispute over the legalization
of abortion or voluntary euthanasia, on the bioethical issues of reproductive medicine, questions of animal
protection or climate change â€” on these and similar questions the divisive premises are so opaque that it is
by no means settled from the outset which party can draw on the more convincing moral intuitions. Bruckner,
op. It is just called overlapping consensus, pluralism , multiculturalism or expressed in some other way.
Mainly because of a deep economic crisis, a new Islamist-based but more moderate and formally secular AK
Party won a plurality in the November elections and has since led the government. Recent rapid globalization
of the world economy has exacerbated many of these problems and tensions and has lowered living standards
for many. If this has any relevance to internet use its point, surely, is that the temptations of the internet are a
matter for users to sort out between themselves and God. In recent years, Islamist Muslims have introduced
antisecular elements rare in past Islamic history, like the total intertwining of religion and politics and the
political primacy of clerical and lay Muslim leaders. The constitution guarantees religious freedom for every
recognized religious communities, including many Christian denominations. Different kinds of texts help
constitute authority in different ways and can exist simultaneously with each other. Second, with the
functional differentiation of social subsystems, the churches and other religious organizations lose their
control over law, politics, public welfare, education and science; they restrict themselves to their proper
function of administering the means of salvation, make exercising religion into a private matter and in general
loose public influence and relevance. With the exception of unsteady compromises, submission or conversion
are the only alternatives for terminating conflicts between such cultures. In the wake of the present
immigration, the more blatant dissonances between different religions link up with the challenge of a
pluralism of ways of life typical of immigrant societies. At the end of the 20th century and beginning of the
21st century, political Islamists and Islamic democrats such as the Welfare Party and Justice and Development
Party AKP gained in influence, with the AKP in the elections acquiring government and holding on to it ever
since with increasingly authoritarian methods. Once the religious cover has been blown or neutralised, the way
is open for a reasoned debate based on facts and logic rather than what someone in authority claims to have
been told by God. The principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and social justice, as enunciated
by Islam, shall be fully observed. The question "How do they know their version is correct? In addition, the
application of Shari'a with regard to bank transactions and interest payments would cause an uproar and lead
to financial challenges for both the banks and the state. In reaction to Hindu and Muslim versions of religious
nationalism, Sikh and Buddhist nationalist movements have emerged in South Asia. From this communitarian
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view, a policy of abstract integration is under suspicion of subjecting minorities to the imperatives of the
majority culture. How the lines between positive freedom of religion i. But that is a different story. The central
illusion here is that states can determine the one "true" voice of Islam , regardless of the diversity of Islamic
thought through the ages, and also have the right to impose it on the public. The Secular Student Alliance is an
educational nonprofit that organizes and aids such high school and college secular student groups. On the
other hand, the secularists fight for a color-blind inclusion of all citizens, irrespective of their cultural origin
and religious membership. The need here is not to categorically refute their religious arguments but to
neutralise them by pointing out that other interpretations are possible. All European societies today face this
question. It has increased inequalities between genders and among religious communities and has brought
about its own backlash and countermobilizations. The Federal Shariat Court can strike down any law deemed
un-Islamic, though its decisions can be overturned by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. Governments, in
response, attempt to integrate that which can never be implemented â€” Shari'a law; thus, attempts at
secularism are also failures and based on the false premise that religion and state are actually separated.


