
HOW TO WRITE A LITERATURE REVIEW FOR DISSERTATION EXAMPLES

If you are writing the literature review section of a dissertation or research paper, you will search for literature related to
your research problem.

Useful linking words and phrases include: similarly, there are parallels, in convergence withâ€¦ When there is
disagreement, you may want to use any of the following: However, conversely, on the other hand, diverges
from, antithetical to, differential fromâ€¦ 6. A literature review may also provide a thorough and critical
outline of the intellectual developments in a field with a focus on major, and often polemical, debates.
Conclusion In the conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and
emphasize their significance. First paragraph: Stated overall objective of thesis. Reference tools such as
Mendeley allow you to store your sources online and via a desktop app, and are a great way to keep your
bibliography organised. This can be a good starting point for framing and structuring your own review. It is
therefore probably worth allocating some time to sitting in the library, with issues from the last year or two of
the most relevant journals for your research topic, and reviewing them for anything of relevance. For each
publication, ask yourself: What question or problem is the author addressing? Download the Dissertation
Journey ebook to understand the challenges dissertation writers face and strategies for overcoming them.
Study 3: Co-Witness Contamination Chapter had structure:. Webler and Tuler found strong differences of
opinion between participants that they selected from ten case studies, about what constituted a "good"
participatory process. Increased ease of access to a wider range of published material has also increased the
need for careful and clear critique of sources. It must be clear to the reader where it is going: keep signposting
along the way. Use sample literature reviews Have a look at sample dissertation literature reviews in your
subject area and read them thoroughly to familiarise yourself with existing key debates and themes. Generally,
academic papers aim to provide new research material about a particular subject, and a literature review
features as part of this objective. Body Depending on the length of your literature review, you might want to
divide the body into subsections. You should have a rough idea of your strategy before you start writing. It is
important to keep the focus on your study, rather than on the literature Wellington  You need to critique your
own interpretation of material, and to present your rationale, so that your reader can follow your thinking.
Give your interpretation of how and why certain developments occurred. Resolve conflicts among seemingly
contradictory previous studies. Engage in a dialogue with the literature, you are not just providing a summary.
Stand-alone literature review If you are writing a stand-alone paper, you can discuss the overall implications
of the literature or make suggestions for future research based on the gaps you have identified. It will ensure
that your literature review is not merely a summary of your readings, and will encourage a clear line of
argument so that your work is logical and coherent. Establishes a reason for this chapter and states the
purpose. They will ask questions such as: What research question s are you asking? Provided broad motivation
for interest in the area. Our quick guide to proofreading offers some useful tips and tricks! For example, if you
are reviewing literature about inequalities in migrant health outcomes, key themes might include healthcare
policy, language barriers, cultural attitudes, legal status, and economic access. This method is particularly
evident in introductory sections whereby researchers may simply want to state that a particular subject has
been mostly studied from a qualitative or quantitative perspective they will often then cite a number of
scholars or studies to support this claim. A skill that helps in curtailing the reading is: knowing where to set
boundaries. Chronological The simplest approach is to trace the development of the topic over time. Whilst in
some cases a dissertation literature review can be a simple summary of important sources, most often it
requires you to critically engage with the text to convey your opinions of it, as well as any critiques that you
may have. It to analyze literature and show the research that has been completed. Biological conservation, 10 ,
pp. It may also focus on historical considerations. They will want to know how you went about looking for
relevant material, and your process of selection and omission. They may already have copies of articles that
you can work with.


