
PLATOS NOTION OF JUSTICE IN THE REPUBLIC AND THE TRIAL AND

DEATH OF SOCRATES SOCRATES AS A JUST PERS

(d)? (ii) The just person will also be good at useless things and at being unjust Socrates requires clarification of the
definition: does it mean that justice is as a bad place so that the guardians will not be too afraid of death (b); (v) the ..
people falsely, attack his kinsmen, bring people to trial under false pretenses.

It is worth nothing that Socrates does not claim here that he knows nothing. Socrates stresses that both he and
actual midwives are barren, and cannot give birth to their own offspring. He also fought as one of 7, hoplites
aside 20, troops at the battle of Delium B. If a ruler can create just laws, and if the warriors can carry out the
orders of the rulers, and if the producers can obey this authority, then a society will be just. In turn, Plato has
immortalized this 'learning exercise' in the Republic. Socrates reluctantly agrees ab and begins with the
suggestion that the guardian women should perform the same job as the male guardians c-d. Therefore, an
individual is courageous if his or her spirit is courageous and an individual is wise if his or her intellect is
wise. The only truly fulfilling pleasure is that which comes from understanding since the objects it pursues are
permanent b-c. In B. Those who eventually become philosopher kings will initially be educated like the other
guardians in poetry, music, and physical education d-e. Finally, towards the end of his life, Plato composes
dialogues in which Socrates typically either hardly features at all or is altogether absent. Where Socrates
insisted on the give and take of question and answer, Heideggerian questioning is not necessarily an inquiry
into the views of others but rather an openness to the truth that one maintains without the need to speak. By
using instances of psychological conflict, he distinguishes the function of the rational part from that of the
appetitive part of the soul a. The products of imitation are far removed from the truth ec. Timocracy Socrates
defines a timocracy as a government of people who love rule and honor. At the same time, his hermeneutics
leads him to argue for the importance of dialectic as conversation. Plato made clear that women could become
either rulers or warriors, depending on their natural abilities. Epictetus encouraged his followers to practice the
elenchus on themselves, and claims that Socrates did precisely this on account of his concern with
self-examination 2. They desire good things even though they lack knowledge of what is actually good.
Modern ethics is more focused on determining whether an action is morally permissible or not whereas
ancient ethics is more focused on happiness or the good life. Essentially, it deals with the central problem of
how to live a good life; this inquiry is shaped into the parallel questions a what is justice in the State, or what
would an ideal State be like, and b what is a just individual? Therefore, given the choice between the two, we
should choose to suffer rather than commit an injustice. The delicate balance in Greek culture between the
Apollonianâ€”order, calmness, self-control, restraintâ€”and the Dionysianâ€”chaos, revelry,
self-forgetfulness, indulgenceâ€” initially represented on stage in the tragedies of Aeschylus and Sophocles,
gave way to the rationalism of Euripides. Sparta finally defeated Athens in B. The oligarchic individual comes
by seeing his father lose his possessions and feeling insecure he begins to greedily pursue wealth a-c. The
elenchus demonstrates that Thrasymachus cannot consistently maintain all his claims about the nature of
justice. Socrates claims that the best rulers are reluctant to rule but do so out of necessity: they do not wish to
be ruled by someone inferior a-c. Socrates concludes by suggesting that the easiest way to bring the just city
into being would be to expel everyone over the age of ten out of an existing city eb. It comes about when the
rich become too rich and the poor too poor c-d. Er sees how the just are rewarded for their good lives while the
unjust are punished for their evil ones. The law is a product of compromise between individuals who agree not
to do injustice to others if others will not do injustice to them. Socrates is concerned with both epistemological
and moral advances for the interlocutor and himself. Modern Philosophy i. As the sun provides things with
their ability to be, to grow, and with nourishment, the Form of the Good provides the objects of knowledge
with their being even though it itself is higher than being b. But because of the amnesty, Anytus and his fellow
accusers Meletus and Lycon were prevented from bringing suit against Socrates on political grounds. Too
much luxury makes the oligarchs soft and the poor revolt against them c-e.


