
THE EARLY LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN ADAMS

John Adams was born on October 30, , in Quincy, Massachusetts. He was a direct descendant of Puritan colonists from
the Massachusetts.

France, Adams believed, needed to commit itself more fully to the alliance. By , this undeclared war had
ended, and Adams had become significantly less popular with the public. He was reelected to the Second
Continental Congress, which convened in May , just a few days after war with the mother country had erupted
at Lexington and Concord. In a letter sent in June, he insisted that any fluctuation of the dollar value without
an exception for French merchants was unacceptable and requested that Adams write to Congress asking it to
"retrace its steps. He and his wife lived in Quincy, Massachusetts, and the former president spent the next
quarter-century writing columns, books and letters. John's favorite activity was hunting. Supported by
landowners and much of the South, the Democratic-Republicans advocated limited powers for the federal
government, personal liberty, and support for France. Adams later said, "I longed more ardently to be a
Soldier than I ever did to be a Lawyer," recognizing that he was the first of his family to "[degenerate] from
the virtues of the house so far as not to have been an officer in the militia. He was elected to that position in ,
receiving the second largest number of votes after Washington, who won the vote of every member of the
electoral college. By , Adams was a highly successful lawyer with perhaps the largest caseload of any attorney
in Boston, and he was chosen to defend the British soldiers who were charged in the Boston Massacre in
March  In the spring of , largely for reasons of health, Adams returned to Braintree, where he divided his
attention between farming and law. In , Adams was one of the American diplomats sent to negotiate the Treaty
of Paris, which brought an end to the Revolutionary War. After a while, John began to bring a gun along with
him to school. Lightning injured 19 sailors and killed one. Several provinces began recognizing American
independence. Five children followed in the next eight years, although one, Susanna, died in infancy. Within a
year, however, he was back in Boston. A cannon malfunction killed one of the crew and injured five others. In
, together with Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, Adams was part of the commission of American
diplomats that negotiated the Treaty of Paris, the pact that brought an end to the War of Independence. Such
deeply principled actions marked his public career from its earliest days. He contributed an important series of
essays to the Boston newspapers and prepared a series of anti-Stamp Act resolutions for the Braintree town
meetings. Reason third, you can write ten times better than I can. Contempt and horror," and detailed "pictures
of disgrace, or baseness and of Ruin" resulting from any debauchery. The French Revolution â€”99 and
fighting between England and France caused many Americans to take the sides of both those countries. The
independent negotiations allowed the French to plead innocence to their Spanish allies, whose demands for
Gibraltar might have caused significant problems. During that period, an army under the comte de
Rochambeau had been sent to assist Washington, but it had yet to do anything of significance and America
was expecting French warships. After discontent among members of the legislature, Hutchinson delivered a
speech warning that Parliament's powers over the colonies were absolute and that any resistance was illegal.
These were needed, Adams wrote, to contain the British armies in the port cities and contend with the
powerful British Navy. The accused soldiers were arrested on charges of murder. Furthermore, Adams
emphasized the limits of human nature. Twelve colonies voted in the affirmative, while New York abstained.
Reason second, I am obnoxious, suspected, and unpopular. Before he had arrived, the British found out about
secret aid the Dutch had sent to the Americans, the British authorized reprisals against their ships, which only
increased their apprehension. The Federalists, led by Alexander Hamilton, supported a strong central
government that favored industry, banking interests, merchants, and close ties with England. In he was one of
the representatives from Massachusetts to the First Continental Congress. On another committee Adams drew
up a model treaty that encouraged Congress to enter into commercial alliances business deals , but not political
alliances, with European nations. Thx, Comment about this article, ask questions, or add new information
about this topic: Name:.


