
THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE BRITISH CABINET

The cabinet system of government originated in Great Britain. The cabinet developed from the Privy Council in the 17th
and early 18th centuries when that body.

Since the reign of King George I the Cabinet has been the principal executive group of British government.
Cabinet ministers would also be expected to defend such policies during Parliamentary debates. The term
"minister" came into being since the royal officers "ministered" to the sovereign. Some cabinet ministers can
be ministers without portfolio , either directly as such or more commonly by holding sinecure posts such as
Lord Privy Seal , or otherwise empty titles such as First Secretary of State. The Attorney General for England
and Wales together with the chair of the governing political party, are customarily included, and other
members of the Government can be invited at the Prime Minister's discretion, either regularly or ad hoc. The
circumstances under which this convention is followed are not possible to define strictly, and depend on many
other factors. Parliamentary time is essential for bills to be passed into law, because they must pass through a
number of readings before becoming law. The political and decision-making authority of the cabinet has been
gradually reduced over the last several decades, with some claiming its role has been usurped by a "prime
ministerial" government. The power to assent to and enact laws by giving [Royal] Assent to Bills passed by
both Houses of Parliament, which is required in order for a law to from a passed Bill make it into the Statute
Books i. By convention she appoints and is expected to appoint the individual most likely to be capable of
commanding the confidence of a majority in the House of Commons. In addition to explicit statutory authority
, in many areas the Crown also possesses a body of powers known as the Royal Prerogative , which can be
used for many purposes, from the issue or withdrawal of passports to declaration of war. The power to create
corporations including the status of being a city, with its own corporation by Royal Charter , and also to
amend, replace and revoke existing charters. The power to dismiss and appoint other ministers. Both he and
George II made use of the system, as both were non-native English speakers, unfamiliar with British politics,
and thus relied heavily on selected groups of advisers. There has never been a set number for posts within the
Cabinet. The senior positions within the Cabinet are usually appointed by the Prime Minister within hours of
an election victory. The prime minister must put together a cabinet that represents and balances the various
factions within his own party or within a coalition of parties. This means that decisions have collective
responsibility behind them â€” all Cabinet members would be expected to publicly support and defend such
policies. In recent governments, generally from Margaret Thatcher , and especially in that of Tony Blair , it
has been reported that many or even all major decisions have been made before cabinet meetings. In theory,
Britain has a Cabinet government. After World War II , West Germany found a different solution to the
problem of frequent cabinet crises provoked by adverse parliamentary votes. These positions are the ones most
immediately made known after the result of a general election is known. Answers to written and oral questions
are published in Hansard. These may be permanent committees or set up for a short duration to look at
particular issues " ad hoc committees". The English monarchs Charles II reigned â€”85 and Anne â€”14 began
regularly consulting leading members of the Privy Council in order to reach decisions before meeting with the
more unwieldy full council. The Prime Minister normally has a weekly audience with the Queen thereafter. It
only meets when the monarch dies or decides to marry. This was largely due to the creation of elected
parliaments whose approval was needed for budgetary matters and legislative acts. The formal procedures,
practice and proceedings of the Cabinet remain largely unpublished.


