
OF MICE AND MEN HIERARCHY WITHIN

and find homework help for other Of Mice and Men questions at eNotes. Curley , Slim, Curley's wife, George, Candy,
Lennie, and Crooks, in a social hierarchy?.

The focus is on the conversation at the card table with the darkness all around. This could simply mean that
Candy is merely another worker in the ranch and is not of a high position within the hierarchy. Slim: Straight
away, one can see that Slim is of high importance within the ranch. Lastly, Candy is the most powerful
character at the bottom of the pyramid. And that reason is because they have money. People at the bottom tier
of the pyramid are treated differently and discriminated by their gender, race, and disabilities. Hence the boss
being at the top of the social hierarchy pyramid. The first and last scenes use the light in nature for the focus of
the lighting in the scenes. L is stuck at the bottom because he is mentally challenged. Then he focuses in on a
path and then â€” still more â€” on two men walking down that path. Steinbeck wants readers to draw their
own conclusions about the characters and the themes from the action and words of the people, rather than from
Steinbeck's opinions. From that darkness, come the voices of Lennie and Candy, but the main focus of the
scene is in the middle of the room at the card table where the light is used to draw the reader's attention to the
main arena of action. She wore mostly red a scarlet woman and her makeup was heavily done. The people at
the bottom of the pyramid are stuck there for things they can not control. His clothing further emphasises his
high position e. When George and Slim come in, Slim turns on the electric light over the card table. Next,
Lennie appears in the open doorway, waiting to be asked in. Although L cannot help his disability he has no
chance of moving up because of it. He is discriminated against racially and also because he is handicapped.
The whole novel contains very little narration. In many circumstances money makes people powerful. Light
and darkness work through the novel to focus the reader's attention, much like light and darkness on the stage
accomplish a similar purpose. This causes him to pick up fights just to prove himself on the ranch, Lastly; the
boss is at the top because he has money. Within each scene is a pattern of rising and falling action. Overall,
Steinbeck's novel is tightly structured and intentionally written in an arrangement that uses theatre conventions
to produce unity and convey a message. This advice is repeated several times in other scenes, including
Lennie's thoughts in the barn and later at the pool while waiting for George. Again, each scene is balanced
with this theatrical structure. C works in the stables and tends to the horses; he also lives alone because he is
the only black man who works on the ranch. In each of these scenes, Steinbeck develops an interesting pattern
of general to specific. Thus Steinbeck uses a technique that helps his novel translate easily to a staged
production. Socially, she is rather low down in the hierarchy, but when it comes to influential power, she is
rather high. A dramatic format is used also for the beginning of scenes. In the second scene, for example, the
bunkhouse and inhabitants are introduced, suspicion falls on the two men's relationship, Curley and his wife
inject an ominous tone which Lennie repeats with his instinctive reaction to them , Slim soothes the scene, and
then they go to dinner. Some readers feel that Of Mice and Men is so balanced and thoughtful in structure that
the novel is a work of art. C also has a descent job compared to the others below him. How to cite this page
Choose cite format:. In between these scenes are brief setting descriptions of the bunkhouse and Crooks' room
in the barn and the barn itself. Steinbeck offers a brief description of Candy, revealing to us that he is old and
has lost one hand. The same technique is used when George warns Lennie very early to go back to the bushes
by the pool if anything bad happens. This almost immediately signals that she is going to be trouble. First,
Curley has a lot of money.


