
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BILL OF RIGHTS IN THE CONSTITUTION OF

THE UNITED STATES

The first 10 amendments to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights, of the several States, as amendments to the
Constitution of the United States, all.

Bill of Rights. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. Similar restraints were placed on the states in Article I,
Section 10 with an additional provision concerning obligation of contracts. After one year from the ratification
of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof
into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for
beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. Section 3 He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information
of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary
and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of
Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment , he may adjourn them to such Time as
he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the
Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. All bills for raising
revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with
amendments as on other Bills. How has the meaning of the Bill of Rights change with incorporation and the
Fourteenth Amendment? The Sixth Amendment - guarantees a speedy trial by a jury of one's peers. That the
people have an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to reform or change their Government,
whenever it be found adverse or inadequate to the purposes of its institution. Most of the civil rights and
criminal procedures listed were an accepted part of the Americanization of the rights of Englishmen. What are
the limits on your right to assemble and petition the government? Article VI All debts contracted and
engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States
under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. The Ninth Amendment - states that the list of rights
described in the Constitution is not exhaustive, and that the people still have all the rights that are not listed.
Why did President Lincoln suspend habeas corpus during the Civil War? Madison, then an opponent of a Bill
of Rights, later explained the vote by calling the state bills of rights "parchment barriers" that offered only an
illusion of protection against tyranny. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme
Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. Why is the
advice and consent of the Senate required to make treaties? Also, people accused are to be informed of the
crimes with which they are charged and have the right to confront the witnesses brought by the government.
John Jay wrote the New York Circular Letter calling for the use of this procedure, which was then sent to all
the States. Amendment XIX ratified August 18, Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation. Why did the Framers give the president the power to grant reprieves and pardons? The
idea behind the Bill of Rights was to insure certain freedoms and rights to the citizens of America. When
vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the Senate, the executive authority of such state shall
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that the legislature of any state may empower the
executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the
legislature may direct. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays,
and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House
respectively. We, today, are used to seeing a Bill of Rights attached at the end of the United States
Constitution in the form of 10 amendments. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America. Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution
in their original form. The first two were rejected and the last ten were approved. A guiding question for each
lesson is included below each section.


