
ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS BY EMMA GOLDMAN

Notes: Text from the Dana Ward's copy of Emma Goldman's Anarchism and Other Essays. Second Revised Edition.
New York-London: Mother Earth Publishing.

The struggle is bitter, the factions irreconcilable. To the soldier in the social struggle it is a point of honor to
come in conflict with the powers of darkness and tyranny, and Emma Goldman is proud to count among her
best friends and comrades men and women who bear the wounds and scars received in battle. The Homestead
fight, the defeat of the Pinkertons, the appearance of the militia, the suppression of the strikers, and the
complete triumph of the reaction are matters of comparatively recent history. She was now twenty years old.
The brutality and humiliation the future citizens of the great Republic were subjected to on board ship, were
repeated at Castle Garden by the officials of the democracy in a more savage and aggravating manner. Ernest
Crosby offered to see Carnegie, on condition that Alexander Berkman repudiate his act. How stupid men
sometimes are! The powers of darkness and injustice exert all their might lest a ray of sunshine enter his
cheerless life. Parkhurst, during the Lexow investigation, did his utmost to induce her to join the Vigilance
Committee in order to fight Tammany Hall. She was elected to the Executive Committee, but later withdrew
because of differences of opinion regarding tactical matters. God is everything, man is nothing, says religion.
It is the only period in life worth while. Goldman warns against the dogmatism that this may create and that
eventually women will need to emancipate herself from emancipation! He, too, has withstood the terrors of
prison life, and has returned to the revolutionary movement, since earning the well deserved reputation of a
talented writer in Germany. It is the harmony of organic growth which produces variety of color and form, the
complete whole we admire in the flower. Were she, like so many radicals, to consider her ideal as merely an
intellectual ornament; were she to make concessions to existing society and compromise with old prejudices,
â€” then even the most radical views could be pardoned in her. Never before in the history of the country had
such a terrible man-hunt taken place against a person in public life. The individual is the heart of society,
conserving the essence of social life; society is the lungs which are distributing the element to keep the life
essence â€” that is, the individual â€” pure and strong. The sensational press has surrounded her name with so
much misrepresentation and slander, it would seem almost a miracle that, in spite of this web of calumny, the
truth breaks through and a better appreciation of this much maligned idealist begins to manifest itself. For
daring to attend an Anarchist meeting, the free Republic court-martialed Buwalda and imprisoned him for one
year. Who shall ever do justice or adequately portray her heroism and self-sacrifice, her loyalty and devotion?
The artist comrade is now among the well-known illustrators of New York. They shall continue blind among
the blind. Here Emma Goldman found friends ready to aid her. In every instance its aim is the absolute
subordination of the individual. The white terror on the part of the Republican upstarts was answered by the
red terror of our French comrades. It requires an inflexible will and tremendous enthusiasm not to lose, under
such conditions, all faith in the Cause. Harmony of Individual and Society Anarchism is therefore the teacher
of the unity of life; not merely in nature, but in man. The individual and social instincts, â€” the one a most
potent factor for individual endeavor, for growth, aspiration, self-realization; the other an equally potent factor
for mutual helpfulness and social well-being. Emma Goldman is too sincere, too defiant, to seek safety behind
such paltry pleas. The difference of sex was forgotten. Here Emma Goldman witnessed sights which reminded
her of the terrible scenes of her childhood in Kurland. At last a person with whom she could converse, one
who could help her bridge the dullness of the narrow existence. Goldenberg, Solotaroff, Zametkin, Miller,
Cahan, the poet Edelstadt, Ivan von Schewitsch, husband of Helene von Racowitza and editor of the
Volkszeitung, and numerous other Russian exiles, some of whom are still living, were members of the group.
Nor need we retrace our steps into the distant past to realize the enormity of opposition, difficulties, and
hardships placed in the path of every progressive idea. A terribly exhausting toil it was, without a ray of light,
the drudgery of the long day passed in complete silence â€” the Russian custom of friendly conversation at
work was not permissible in the free country. Again she threw herself into her public activities, organizing an
energetic movement for the defense of Turner, whom the Immigration authorities condemned to deportation
on account of the Anarchist exclusion law, passed after the death of McKinley. The school, more than any
other institution, is a veritable barrack, where the human mind is drilled and manipulated into submission to
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various social and moral spooks, and thus fitted to continue our system of exploitation and oppression. There
is no conflict between the individual and the social instincts, any more than there is between the heart and the
lungs: the one the receptacle of a precious life essence, the other the repository of the element that keeps the
essence pure and strong. It is this certainty which has induced me to gather in one volume my ideas on various
topics of individual and social importance. Soon the soul of the growing child was overcast by the dark
shadows of life. It was an eventful period â€” the year of â€” in which Emma Goldman, then in her 13th year,
arrived in St.


