
SHOULD ENGLISH ESSAYS BE WRITTEN IN PRESENT TENSE

In general, when writing most essays, one should use present tense, using past tense if referring to events of the past or
an author's ideas in an historical context.

Above all, fictional writing needs to be consistent in its tense. For example, when discussing a literary work, a
writer might use the present tense, but then switch to the past tense to discuss the author of the work. For
example: Past simple tense: Sarah ran to the store. More specifically, this tense might have the following
functions: Functions Examples 1 To introduce a new topic. The same is true for your Results and Method
sections, but APA makes an exception for Discussion sections where you examine your conclusions and the
implications of the study , which can be in present tense if it better conveys your meaning. F3 little
consistency within the existing studies e. BTW, fictional writing is done in Chicago Style. Below are the main
functions that these three tenses have in academic writing. Chicago: This style is a bit more lenient. When you
attempt to return it, you get sent on a wild goose chase after the book you want. While these measures have
proved to be reliable and valid predictors of what they are measuring, there is little data on how they relate to
each other. Using only one tense is like having a whole set of oil paints and using only pink. Although their
experiments were tailored to examine early word learning behavior, their study design is uniquely suited to
looking at the phonological processing skills of two-year old children as well. How do you mix past, present
and future tense without making the reader giddy? The most common tense is present simple, followed by past
simple and present perfect. Switching verb tenses upsets the time sequence of narration. Here are some tips for
using the tenses in a novel: 1. It is also ideal for literary papers when the writer is describing actions in a
literary work. It gives it an irrevocable quality, the quality of a haunting, living-on-in-memory event.
However, these early reading studies primarily focus pres. The Present Perfect Tense Present perfect is usually
used when referring to previous research, and since it is a present tense, it indicates that the findings are
relevant today. In this study, we measure pres. Wagner et al. For example: Sarah runs her usual route to the
store. Mallard, in "The Story of an Hour," whispers "'free, free, free! If you have to switch tenses, make it very
obvious why you are doing so, and at least try to start new paragraphs for new tenses. For example, the MLA
style sheet prefers present tense for papers as well as in citations. Just remember, for all styles and purposes,
always be consistent. The APA style sheet calls for the writer to use either the present perfect tense or the past
tense. As she turned the corner, she had come upon a disturbing scene. However, the present tense can also be
used to convey future times as well as past times, depending on the form of the present tense used. In the
current study, we trace the development of the two aspects of the phonological processing deficit in a
longitudinal follow-up study of two-year-olds.


