
THEME OF VIOLENCE IN COLD BLOOD

and find homework help for other In Cold Blood questions at eNotes. his masculinity to Hickock, who, in turn, strives to
prove his potential to violence to Smith.

The events in the novel are predicated upon the death of Joel's mother One of these people was Truman
Capote. I think that this book is a good source for the theme of psychosis and violence. Self-image represents,
in a larger sense, social status and self-determination, neither of which is available to these men. This
investigative, fast-paced and straightforward documentary provides a commentary of such violence and
examines the details of the motiveless murders of four members of the Clutter family and the investigation
that led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers. This novel is about the true murders of the Clutter
family that happened in Holcomb, Kansas. Capote states the facts of the case, but in an attempt to make
readers feel sympathy for the killers, he changes some information to make others believe they were innocent
In a larger sense, the book seems to grapple with the question of whether the same moral standards are
applicable to all people, regardless of their upbringing and their life circumstances; or whether Perry and Dick
are in some measure redeemed at least morally, if not legally by the fact of their mental illness, and the fact
that their own lives have been so lacking. However, this idealistic stereotype can be false. In this paper, I will
explain the context of the work, and then I will compare and contrast Dick any Perry the murderers with the
Clutter family the murdered in relation to the theme of the fragility of the American Dream Theft is the only
form of economic mobility that Perry and Dick have ever known, as neither of them have had a chance at a
proper education or a solid career Dick, we learn, could not afford to attend college, and Perry was forced to
help his father earn their basic subsistence in Alaska. Both men, Perry especially, are highly image-conscious
and attuned to how others perceive them. In In Cold Blood, Capote uses symbols of escape and American
values, and recurring themes of egotism and family to provide a new perspective on crime and illustrate an
in-depth look at why people do the things they do The Clutters, who symbolize the utmost integrity of family
life, are obliterated by Perry, who represents everything it means to come from a broken home. It includes
having a successful job, a healthy family, and happiness achieved through hard work and determination. In
some sense, the rivalry between Dick and Perry is a mutual struggle for self-recognition, with each wishing the
other man would validate his own self-image this may be fueled, as some critics have suggested, by
homoerotic desire. Each death is certain, but each is also unique. Capote was able to take experiences from his
own life and put them into words for the public to read and relate to. In spirit, Dick is still wedded to his first
wife, and his dreams of becoming self-sufficient are linked to the ability to support her and their three sons. As
this twisted novel unravels, Capote defines the themes of childhood influences relevant to the adulthood of the
murderers, opposite personalities, and nature versus nurture At the time that In Cold Blood was penned,
homosexuals were considered a threat to the social order, so much so that the F. Although he does not attempt
to excuse their actions, Capote shows how ordinary feelings of frustration and despair accidentally erupt into
such an extraordinary crime. Capote assembles the disparate facts and perspectives about the Clutter case into
a narrative that speaks profoundly on the nature of human life and death, criminality, American society and the
pursuit of individual happiness -- reinventing in the process many of our modern-day forms of mythology for
example, the myth of the American dream. Throughout the novel, Perry and Dick are transformed from
heartless, cold-blooded menaces, whose actions seem to defy human logic, into the fraught, pitiful, completely
humanized individuals they are at the end of the book, and the crime itself is boiled down to a very basic and
fairly understandable set of emotional responses. Socioeconomic Status The Clutter killings are symbolic of a
class conflict, highlighting the discrepancy between the affluent, middle-class, predominantly white citizens of
Holcomb and the underprivileged, working-class, mixed-race in the case of Perry killers. This evocative story
illuminates new insights into the minds of criminals, and how society tends to act as a whole, and achieves its
purpose by utilizing many of the techniques presented in Thomas C. This, for Capote, was the power of his
new literary genre, the nonfiction novel: to take events from the contemporary world and elevate them to epic
storytelling proportions, enabling them to transcend their specific historical moment and reflect on broader
truths about humanity. Those born and raised well with strict parents often attain the American Dream, but
those raised with abusive parents that live separately often find the American Dream extremely difficult to
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achieve.


