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Protecting ecosystems brings benefits to society. Date: September 17, ; Source: Cemagref; Summary: Ecosystems are
essential to our well-being and.

Including the ecosystem services concept in all social and economic policies would allow for a systematic
review of their impacts on services, beyond conventional environmental assessments. High resolution data of
forests and riparian areas were used to map the ecosystems in which bees and bumblebees build nests and find
nectar-carrying flowers. The functions performed by ecosystems that increase our well-being are called
ecosystem services. Sound and cost-effective management of ecosystems should also take into account those
EU policies that directly and indirectly influence ecosystems and the services they provide, e. Such
information is important to convince farmers to help manage and protect these habitats as they increase their
agricultural output. Valuing nature's services The idea of "paying for nature's services" is controversial. The
ability of future generations to use ecosystem services depends on the state of the environment; thus, we need
to understand whether our use of this environment does or does not undermine its future use. Of course, this
still leaves the thorny question of who should pay. Some argue that this should be the responsibility of the
state, by providing land managers with information and capacity to manage the land more sustainably, through
taxes and incentives, or by nationalising land. Indirect effects may undermine the initial conservation
objectives associated with the introduction of more environmentally friendly products or the supposedly
environmentally friendly forms of ecosystem use. Investments must also be prioritised and made cost-effective
based on a sound knowledge base and reliable assessment methods. It brings nature back into the cost-benefit
discussion in a way that can be easily understood. The spatial assessment of these ecosystem services carried
out in this study includes maps that display the potential and actual supply of these services in both
biophysical and monetary units. It calls for the broad collaboration of stakeholders at all levels, including
researchers, policy makers, and citizens. Assigning a dollar value to these lakes and forests, and the Ecosystem
Services they provide, helps adjust the cost benefit analysis by evaluating the negative effects development
will have on the natural environment. Ultimately, the use of ecosystem services is driven by human behavior,
either at the individual or group level communities, companies, etc. As with information and training
campaigns, taxes and incentives, creating new markets can have unintended consequences. New biodiversity
policies that have been adopted at global and EU levels have set targets to safeguard biodiversity and to
maintain the supply of ecosystem services. This is where the present article steps in. But in the same way that
we are prepared to put a figure on the economic value of a healthy workforce without putting a value on a
human life, I see no contradiction between believing in the intrinsic value of nature and valuing the services it
provides. Sustainable development supports the maintenance of a healthy economy while also protecting the
ecological process for future generations. Green urban areas such as city parks also have high recreational
potential. New proposals of the European Commission to green the Common Agricultural Policy and to
restore wetland ecosystems are predicted to have positive effects on water purification services, thereby
improving water quality and increasing the economic benefits to society. Note: Content may be edited for
style and length. Boundless Benefits Understanding nature in economic terms, while not perfect, allows us to
put everything into the same comparison unit. Birds are perceived as agents of ecosystem services Whelan et
al. Cemagref Summary: Ecosystems are essential to our well-being and prosperity as they provide us with
food, clean air and fresh water. While the use of some ecosystem services can be seen as an economic activity,
there are many other instances, which do not fall into this category, and discussions on ecosystem services are
usually accompanied by only positive environmental connotations. Green urban areas such as city parks also
have high recreational potential. The PRESS study report describes spatial methods to identify where
investments in green urban areas reach their highest potential. Indeed, birdwatching or at least some of its
forms may turn out not to be sustainable in the broader senseâ€”taking into consideration its general impacts,
not just on birds but on the environment on which birds depend. Clearly, information and awareness mediate
all other environmental impacts. This was underlined in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment , which
referred to mediation of the relationship between ecosystem services and human well-being by socioeconomic
factors such as access to manufactured, human and social capital. Synthesis report is intended to convey four
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main policy messages: The capacity of wetlands, rivers, streams and lakes to remove or immobilize pollutants
is essential to the provision of clean water for multiple uses and decreases costs of wastewater treatment based
on technological solutions only. On a national scale, the value of forests for recreation may be in a range of
billions of Euros. Because of its increasing popularity, birdwatching provides a good example of a potential
rebound effect e. It is vital to ensure these rapidly emerging markets are effectively regulated. The main
contribution of this article is to highlight the complex dual positive and negative nature of the use of
ecosystem services, in particular the importance of indirect effects of the use of ecosystem services, which has
not been considered in impact assessments so far. Ecosystems also represent an exceptional source of outdoor
recreation opportunities. This value increases when we consider the avoided cost for health care due to the
restorative and stress reduction capacity of recreational activities. With industry and urban sprawl expanding
at unprecedented rates, Ecosystem Services attempt to translate the benefits we receive from nature into
economic terms so we can better understand the trade-offs we are making between nature and industrial
development. This brings us to the reasons why we feel Ecosystem Services are important to each and every
person: 1.


