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Political unrest developed in both Upper and Lower Canada soon after the War of In Upper Canada this ruling elite was
known as the Family Compact; in Lower Canada it was called the ChÃ¢teau Clique. In Lower Canada the rebellion was
headed by Louis Joseph Papineau, seigneur and.

The Rebellion in Upper Canada was led by William Lyon Mackenzie , a Scottish-born newspaper publisher
and politician who was a fierce critic of the Family Compact , an elite clique of officials and businessmen who
dominated the running of the colony and its system of patronage. The rebels were victorious only once: at St.
In both Upper and Lower Canada farmers made up the majority of those who took up arms; in the former they
came primarily from the areas to the north and west of Toronto , in the latter from the parishes to the west and
south of Montreal. Nine of the Toronto rebels were hanged along with 11 from the Battle of the Windmill.
While other reformers considered legal options, the radical part of the movement steeled itself for a
confrontation with the governor and his forces. After years of failed efforts at peaceful change, Mackenzie in
convinced his most radical followers to try to seize control of the government and declare the colony a
republic. Courtesy of the Public Archives of Canada The revolt in Lower Canada erupted first, precipitated by
a government move to arrest Papineau and other leading members of the Parti Patriote. In Upper Canada the
elections had been marred by political violence and fraud organized by the new Lt. The Tories passed a bill
allowing them to continue to sit in disregard of the established practice of dissolving the House on the death of
a monarch William IV died in June  Their failure paved the way for more moderate reformists, such as
Louis-Hippolyte LaFontaine in Canada East formerly Lower Canada and Robert Baldwin in Canada West
formerly Upper Canada , who would work together across language lines to bring democratic reform and
self-government to the newly united Canada. It was influenced by current events in Europe and the Americas
that were pointing toward greater democracy and anti-imperialism. The governments in both provinces were
viewed by the Reformers as illegitimate. Led by Robert Nelson , Dr. He seems, as well, to have been tugged
by contrary and momentary winds. Another view is that the insurgencies amounted to pointless bloodletting,
which may have even slowed the pace of reform. Chapter  There were two outbursts of violence, the first in
November , in a series of skirmishes and battles between Patriote rebels and trained British regulars as well as
anglophone volunteers. In Lower Canada acute conflict between the elected and appointed elements of the
legislature brought all legislation to a halt, leaving the Tories to impose Lord John Russell 's Ten Resolutions,
allowing them to rule without elected accountability. Nonetheless Howe gets credit for so significantly
changing the political culture of Nova Scotia that Reform majorities were elected in and  Although the rebel
leaders were thwarted in their goals, Papineau and Mackenzie each found a place in history as unlikely folk
heroes who fought bravely, if not carefully, for democratic ideals. Rebellion in Upper Canada The insurgency
in Lower Canada inspired Anglophone radicals in the neighbouring colony to take their own action against the
Crown, although theirs would be a smaller, less deadly revolt. Previous Next With the help of American
volunteers , a second rebellion was launched in November , but it too was poorly organized and quickly put
down, followed by further looting and devastation in the countryside. In , having failed in his attempt to
achieve reform by political means, Mackenzie rallied both moderates and radicals in an ill-conceived plan to
overthrow the existing government. At the same time, he viewed representative government as the best
guarantee of cultural survival, he opposed the modernizing economy mostly because it was in the hands of the
British Canadians , he railed against clericalism, and he took steps to create a state-funded education system.
The fiery and principled Scot was the catalyst for the turbulent politics of the s in Upper Canada. It seemed
then that the reformers' struggles could only be settled outside the framework of existing colonial institutions.
Two weeks later, Mackenzie who had also fled to the United States occupied Navy Island in the Niagara River
with a small number of exiles and American sympathizers. Their political demands, which included
democratic pleas for responsible government, were rejected in London. The tracts blocked development, made
communication difficult, and drove up the cost of land. Similarities[ edit ] The constitutions of Upper and
Lower Canada differed greatly, but shared a basis on the principle of " mixed monarchy "â€”a balance of
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monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. It was in this context, too, that Papineau introduced the Emancipation
Act of that extended new rights to the Jewish population in the colony. The insurgency fizzled after  What
began essentially as a political problem was resolved by a political solution. One fact is clear: the rebellions
prompted the appointment of Lord Durham and the writing of the Durham Report , which recommended the
two colonies be united as one. Until the s he regarded it as a consensus-based process in which goodwill and
commonsense would prevail. An imprudent rebel attack on the Iroquois community at Kahnawake a. Many of
these settlers were, moreover, adherents of Methodism and some of them were Presbyterians.


