
A HISTORY OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION AND ITS IMPACT ON

THE POLITICAL DOMAIN

The first concerns the Reformation's impact on the development of modern states. Whatever their theological
differences, the two had distinct political effects in the long run. Within a particular lord's domain, there were many
classes of rights, dependent on the historical relationships that had developed.

We can now pore over an intricate latticework of arguments about individual and group rights and liberties
developed by medieval Catholic canonists and moralists, and the ample expansion of this medieval handiwork
by Neo-Scholastic writers in early modern Spain and Portugal. Their perception depended on their
geographical position as well as political alliances of their states with western Europeans. The new
equilibrium will also have implications for the allocation of resources within the secular sector: specifically,
resources will shift toward uses that reflect the enhanced bargaining power of secular rulers. Town and church
government remained distinct, but closely interconnected in the Genevan system. The entrant will reduce the
ability of the incumbent church to confer legitimacy by questioning its theology. Erasmus also applied
humanist philological methods to religious texts in his critical edition and Latin translation of the Greek New
Testament, the basis for many later translations of the Bible by Protestants. Enter Luther. We assign to the
secular sector, nontheological degrees; occupations in public administration and the private sector; and the
construction of a palace, hospital, or merchant hall. Dunn, The Age of Religious Wars , 2nd ed. Church
institutions possessed numerous privileges e. Luther was concerned theologically with social rather than
human rights in the modern sense. The attraction of believers to the entrant religion will also reduce the value
of legitimacy conferred by the incumbent. As government officials especially in the OSS and the Foreign
Service and as critical voices in public discourse, missionaries and the children of missionaries were
conspicuous opponents of colonialism and imperialism. The Reformation was a return to fundamentals that
inadvertently produced secular modernity. Entry of a competitor in a monopolistic religious environment will
affect both markets. Our finding that the Reformation in fact shifted resources to the state i. Consistent with
this view, Dittmar and Meisenzahl forthcoming provide evidence that ideological and political changes in a
subset of Protestant cities resulted in the enactment of church ordinances establishing the local government as
a provider of public goods, with important consequences for human capital and economic growth. Finally, we
discuss the implications of the new equilibrium for the allocation of resources in Europe, laying out the
hypotheses that we test in our empirical analysis later. Still other Protestants developed expansive rights
theories based on the order of creation and the notion of human dignity. A monopolist church will charge a
price above marginal cost, as would any monopolist service provider, and a perfectly price discriminating
monopolist will extract all of the surplus in the market. Northern humanists such as John Colet d. Panel A
shows the cumulative number of new construction events in the religious and secular sectors in Germany.
Specifically, we assign to the religious sector the study of theology; taking a position as a monk, priest, and so
on; and the construction of a church. In the Zurich Consensus of , for instance, Reformed followers of Calvin
and Zwingli agreed upon a common position on the Eucharist distinct from Catholic and Lutheran doctrines.
Political disunity among European Christians was of great strategic interest to the Ottoman Empire and
Saadian Morocco, but authors in both countries also showed awareness of the religious nature of
confrontations. The Church functioned as an expensive intermediary between lay people and the divine, with
services conducted in Latin and substantial resources devoted to supporting specialist clerics Cameron 
Graduates of Protestant universities increasingly took secular, especially administrative, occupations. One
might wonder whether cities at the leading edge of the Reformation drive our findings. The missionary project
was in crucial respects an engine of secularization. The two cosmopolitanisms were compatible in nearly all
respects except in relation to Zionism and degrees of support for Israel. Early modern Protestants were among
the architects of this pre-Enlightenment rights tradition, even though Martin Luther, John Calvin, and other
early reformers were not systematic rights theorists.


