
LANGUAGE TRANSCRIPT

LÃ½dia MachovÃ¡, a language mentor, teaches people how they can learn any language by themselves. In this upbeat,
inspiring talk, she reveals.

That would be the perfect time to revise some vocabulary. They wanted to know why they are spending years
trying to learn even one language, never achieving fluency, and here I come, learning one language after
another. To analyze conversation, recorded data is typically transcribed into a written form that is agreeable to
analysts. In fact, most linguists argue that any attempt to come up with a language spoken fifteen thousand
years ago is pure speculation. If you want to achieve fluency in a foreign language, you'll also need to apply
three more principles. Each language family represents one historical event. So, let's go over it and see how
many mistakes I've made, so you can correct me so I don't get it wrong. Now, some of you may be thinking,
"That's all very nice to enjoy language learning, but isn't the real secret that you polyglots are just super
talented and most of us aren't? No amount of analysis has been able to link Euskara to French, Spanish, or to
any European language, nor, in fact, to a language anywhere in the world. It's more intelligible, but still not
familiar. I think most linguists would agree with that. They vividly evoke for him the rhythm of the life lived
fifteen thousand years ago. Find effective methods which you can use systematically over the period of some
time in a way which you enjoy, and this is how polyglots learn languages within months, not years. I didn't
know where one word finished and another one started, but I kept on watching every day because it's "Friends.
And we notice they have meanings which involve "eye" but which mean more than "eye," like eyelid, eyelash,
eyebrow, eye crud that gets stuck in the corners of the eye at night, to be jealous, as we say in English, to be
"green-eyed," except there's another metaphor in Tibet or Burma. People move away, mix with others, or
divide into different groups. Specialized computer software exists to assist the transcriber in efficiently
creating a digital transcription from a digital recording. But, how important are these apparently small changes
in pronunciation to the overall history of languages? So, why don't we call up allâ€”all of the words which
have the shape "mik"? There are hundreds of Thai words that are identical to Chinese. If it works for them, it
will most probably work for you too. Recordings are usually digital audio or video files, and transcriptions are
electronic documents. JAMES MATISOFF: The further back in time you go, it becomes very difficult to
distinguish between inheritance from a common ancestor and borrowing from another group, especially in a
family where there are few historical records and where the written histories don't go back very far. Still, it's
nice to think about. I love it so much. For instance, the word for "water," as you know, in English, is just the
same as in German and as in Russian. For example, comparing six thousand-year-old words for "water," the
Russians argue for the ancestral word "wete," which they believe belonged to a language spoken about ten to
fifteen thousand years ago. So this is the whole polyglot secret. LOWE: All right. And, to learn more about
how science can solve the mysteries of our world, ask about our many other NOVA videos. The language is
called Euskara, and it has resisted any classification so far. What is there to show that they were linguistically
uniform when they migrated, or that they didn't change their language dozens of times, if the language wasn't
creolized, that they didn't abandon their language and adopt a new one? At the University of California,
Berkeley, James Matisoff and his students have spent the last eight years figuring out which languages belong
to this family by mapping out the details of their relationships. Each of these languages can be traced to one of
ten individual branches, represented here by distinct colors. As an ancient language gets passed on from
generation to generation, the population shifts.


