
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF OEDIPUS REX

Analysis and discussion of characters in Sophocles' Oedipus Rex.

Gill Being the reader we are already familiar about the man who did really great things. Creon is asked to seek
help from Apollo, the son of Zeus and Leto, and twin brother of Artemis by Oedipus, his brother in law.
Through these three main characters they are not only showing that blindness does not justâ€¦. Character 2
Tiresias Tiresias plays second fiddle to Creon, but he is one of the important characters. Character 7 Priest The
Priest of Zeus and representative of the people first appears in the prologue of the play. Character 5 Corinthian
Messenger There are two messengers. Read an in-depth analysis of Oedipus. All the intellectual passion that
he once devoted to solving the mystery of the Sphinx and finding Laius' murderer, he now pours into his
self-defense: He did not know that he was doing wrong. Jocasta Jocasta is the wife and mother of Oedipus and
queen of Thebes. Oedipus sends for him when the messenger alludes to his intimate knowledge of the crime,
in the hopes of discovering the identity of his true parents. Oedipus is blind not only to whom he has killed,
but also to what his life has consisted of up until the point that he killed Laius; Tiresias the prophet is
physically blind; Jocasta is blind in wanting nothing but the best for her child. In contrast to the Oedipus who
accepted infamy and begged for punishment at the end of Oedipus the King, the Oedipus of Oedipus at
Colonus maintains furiously that his agonized past was not his fault. He then reveals that the baby he gave to
the messenger was Laius and Jocasta's son, adding one of the last pieces to the puzzle that will implicate
Oedipus as the source of the kingdom's plague. I am going to test the theory that although Oedipus believes he
is acting on his own free will, he is in fact a victim of the gods. This is perhaps the first revelation of irony that
reveals how Tiresias has been correct. However, he has to face the wrath of Oedipus when he is caught
plotting with Creon. Antigone appears briefly at the end of Oedipus the King, when she says goodbye to her
father as Creon prepares to banish Oedipus. The first one is from Corinth who arrives to inform Oedipus that
his father, Polybus has died and that the Corinthians are waiting for Oedipus to lead them. Yet, when he has
the opportunity to grasp power at the end of that play, Creon seems quite eager. Polynices appears only very
briefly in Oedipus at Colonus. Sophocles picked his story when Oedipus and Jocasta are already married, and
leading a happy life with their children. The Messenger, then, provides the audience with the first real clue of
dramatic irony that suggests that Teiresias' words and those of the Oracle are true - long before Oedipus
discovers their veracity. He has a 'tell-tale limp', a piercing wound in his ankles, made as a child by the father
who exposed him. The petition of the chorus that opens Oedipus the King attests to Oedipus' responsible
leadership. Antigone, however, refuses to allow her sister to be martyred for something she did not have the
courage to stand up for. She appears at greater length in Oedipus at Colonus, leading and caring for her old,
blind father in his exile. Killing one's father, the head of the oikos, is a most serious crime in Athens. Related
posts:. However, a messenger from Corinth informs him that Polybus his not father. Chorus only takes part
when the situation becomes highly urgent for him not to stay a passive listener. The characteristics of what
encompassed a tragic hero Hamlet vs. Jocasta is also a little skeptical of prophets but does not disrespect them.
Oedipus requests Creon to take care of his children. When, for example, Creon hints wisely that they should
discuss the news from the oracle in private, Oedipus refuses, insisting that every action he takes to find and to
purge corruption from the city must be public. A renowned and powerful warrior, Theseus takes pity on
Oedipus and defends him against Creon. When he returns to Thebes and sees that the man who killed Laius is
the new king, he asks leave to flee from the city.


