
THE ODYSSEY THE ROLE OF

This is only one of the many times Athena shows how helpful she can be. Through the character of Circe the important
lesson of loyalty is shown. Odysseus .

The difference in roles is largely dependent on power, and relations to men, as well as sexual desirability and
activity. Women play an exceptionally large role in this epic poem. Penelope is the daughter of Icarius and
lives in Ithaca. This saying also applied to the times of the Odyssey, an epic constructed by the blind, eight
century B. At the end, when all conflicts are resolved and Odysseus is reunited with his wife and son, He
becomes the Odysseus that is truly himself. The telling of his stories and adventures will be passed from
generation to generation and this act will make him immortal. For Anticlea and other mothers, the entire
purpose for existence is to look after, nurture, and protect their sons and husbands. Penelope presents both
sides of the two distinct divisions of women characters in the text. Having her husband home with her makes
having to tend to the suitors and put up with their abuse seem unimportant. This book, much more so than its
counter part The Iliad, gives an eclectic view of the Achean's peacetime civilization. He must establish his
legacy and educate his successor to make sure that when he indeed leaves the throne, he will have a strong heir
to entrust with his patrimony. We learn that a united family can overcome any obstacles and that true devotion
and dedication will triumph in the end. This love is key to understanding who Odysseus truly is. She is
representing women who are faithful to theirâ€¦. The most significant thing Odysseus is defined by is his
legend. The humans in the poem are fearful of the gods because of their great power and influence in their
lives-if they wanted you to fail, you would. While mourning for her husband which the reader can only
assume is sincere Penelope is also leading on these suitors in order to gain material objects. As Odysseus
struggles homeward, the idea of his true self and what defines him shifts. Penelope's responsibility is to
develop and maintain the best reputation. His future legacy however now relies in the hands his beloved son
whom he trusts will continue holding the family name highly. Penelope has not only been loyal to Odysseus as
her husband, but also as the authority figure. Through Odyssey, we gain an understanding of what is proper or
improper in relationships between father and son, god and mortal, servant and master, guest and host,
and--importantly--man and woman. He overtakes the suitors through his cunning and the tale ends happily. In
the poem, Homer presents the theme of the role and nature of women. What we do know is that he is still used
today as an example of cleverness and heroism. The story is divided in 24 books that starts with the current
situation in Ithaca among Telemachus, Penelope and their concern about whether the king of Ithaca is alive or
dead, 10 years after the fall of Troy. Aristocratic and a warrior. New York: Schocken Books,  He appears to be
brave, intelligent, well-spoken, and clever. Although she does not actively pursue an effort to find him, her
participation in the success of Odysseus' homecoming can be seen in her efforts to defend and protect the
heritage, reputation and the House of Odysseus in his absence. The two pomes show clear connection in their
language and style, in the manner in which their incidents presented, and in the combination of agreement
with level, which distinguish their creation. Men are free to roam and stay long periods with strange women,
but women are held to strict social codes of conduct that seem to drive these extremes of either intense and
self-sacrificing motherhood or selfish betrayal. This change is accepted by Odysseus which shows that
Telemakhos is as wise in planning as Odysseus. Especially once he goes on his own journey under the
guidance of Athena. Women play a vital role in the movement of this narrative. That is his greatest desire at
the moment and he is incapable of doing so. Nausikaa directs Odysseus to the city but recommends that he
goes by himself to avoid the scandal that might arise if she were seen bringing in a male stranger. She has
demonstrated her loyalty by being true to him for twenty years in his absence and has not remarried. His
longing for family and sovereignty serves, at times, as a raging fire that propels him home. However, are the
Gods actually real? Odysseus refuses Calypso because he is loyal to his wife and son and feels that there is
nothing greater than to see them again. Penelope expresses her courage, compassion, and helpfulness
throughout The Odyssey. Treating Telemakhos as an equal signifies that Odysseus has respect for his son and
is ready to educate him so that he can become a great leader. At this point he has killed the suitors and
regained his wife son and land. He is not a god, yet he seeks protection and assistance from the gods because
he knows that it is necessary.


