
AN ANALYSIS OF THE AMERICAN HISTORY AS DEPICTED IN TO KILL A

MOCKINGBIRD BY HARPER LEE

To Kill a Mockingbird, novel by Harper Lee, published in of a child's awakening to racism and prejudice in the American
South. See Article History a more plausible interpretation of the evidenceâ€”that Mayella was attacked by her he had
read and liked the draft of To Kill a Mockingbird that Lee had shown him.

In order to avoid being charged with consorting with blacks, the women accused the men of rape. Lee
demonstrates how issues of gender and class intensify prejudice, silence the voices that might challenge the
existing order, and greatly complicate many Americans' conception of the causes of racism and segregation.
The three children are terrified, yet fascinated by their neighbor, the reclusive Arthur "Boo" Radley. The
sheriff decides that, to protect Boo's privacy, he will report that Ewell simply fell on his own knife during the
attack. Lee even uses dreamlike imagery from the mad dog incident to describe some of the courtroom scenes.
Radley imprisons his son in his house to the extent that Boo is remembered only as a phantom. However, she
gave some insight into her themes when, in a rare letter to the editor, she wrote in response to the passionate
reaction her book caused: Surely it is plain to the simplest intelligence that To Kill a Mockingbird spells out in
words of seldom more than two syllables a code of honor and conduct, Christian in its ethic, that is the
heritage of all Southerners. Set twenty years after the events of To Kill a Mockingbird and containing many of
the same characters, Watchman concerns an adult Scout, who returns to Maycomb to find her father, Atticus,
has become a racist anti-integrationist. She is so distracted and embarrassed that she prefers to go home in her
ham costume, which saves her life. Lee's father, Amasa Coleman Lee, was an attorney, similar to Atticus
Finch, and in , he defended two black men accused of murder. From the children's point-of-view, their most
compelling neighbor is Boo Radley, a recluse whom none of them has ever seen. He was hidden until virtually
forgotten; he died in  Their family name Finch is also Lee's mother's maiden name. Dubose; the lower-class
Ewells, and the Cunninghams who are equally poor but behave in vastly different ways; the wealthy but
ostracized Mr. Jem runs into the Radleys' yard and touches the outside of the house. Miss Lee inspects old
house much like neighborhood mystery house in book. Lee modeled the character of Dill on Truman Capote ,
her childhood friend known then as Truman Persons. The plot of To Kill a Mockingbird was inspired in part
by his unsuccessful youthful defense of two African American men convicted of murder. Their speculations
thrive on the dehumanization perpetuated by their elders. Barra writes, "It's time to stop pretending that To
Kill a Mockingbird is some kind of timeless classic that ranks with the great works of American literature.
Sykes invites Jem, Scout, and Dill to watch from the colored balcony. Below is an excerpt from one of the
chapters dealing with the subject of race in America: In , when To Kill a Mockingbird was published, much of
white America viewed the coming together of the races as immoral, dangerous, even ungodly. While they are
stopped, in Mockingbird, because Scout Finch shames them, many real-life incidents went unchecked. They
were not threatened intellectually, economically or politically by blacks. At the time A. The story and the trial
were covered by her father's newspaper, which reported that Lett was convicted and sentenced to death. And it
proved the unique power of Harper Lee, to create those kind of conversations. Nevertheless, in the racially
charged atmosphere of the early s, the book became an enormous popular success, winning the Pulitzer Prize
in and selling over fifteen million copies. Although Atticus presents a defense that gives a more plausible
interpretation of the evidenceâ€”that Mayella was attacked by her father, Bob Ewellâ€”Tom is convicted, and
he is later killed while trying to escape custody. Their attempts culminate in a dare to Jem, which he
grudgingly takes. One's social survival depends on how well he or she follows the rules. Somebody ought to
say what it is. Atticus is hopeful that he can get the verdict overturned, but Tom is shot and killed while trying
to escape from prison. This maturity is foreshadowed by Jem's broken arm and the fact that the story is told in
retrospect. After they were convicted, hanged and mutilated, [14] he never tried another criminal case. Many
prominent lawyers and other American citizens saw the sentences as spurious and motivated only by racial
prejudice. Lee seems to examine Jem's sense of loss about how his neighbors have disappointed him more
than Scout's. It was also suspected that the women who had accused the men were lying, and in appeal after
appeal, their claims became more dubious. Many social codes are broken by people in symbolic courtrooms:
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Mr. A patient and loving, if somewhat unusual, father, Atticus acts as the voice of reason for his children, and
later the entire town. One writer remarks, " Although more of a proponent of racial segregation than Atticus,
he gradually became more liberal in his later years. Analysis This chapter sets the tone and basis for
everything else that happens in the novel.


