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Take care of me when I get old; you too will grow old. Vest's summation to the jury pdf at that trial has
become familiar to dog lovers across the country through succeeding generations. Never say: "I cannot bear to
watch" or "Let it happen in my absence. He proposed the Secession Ordinance that was passed by the
Missouri legislature in October  After the war, he practiced law until his election to the Senate as a Democrat.
However, while en route, he stopped in Pettis County, Missouri , where he defended a young
African-American man accused of murder. A neighbor who suspected that Old Drum was moonlighting by
killing his sheep gave orders to shoot the dog if it appeared on the property again. Vest's own life was also
threatened, but he nonetheless decided to stay in Missouri permanently, settling in Georgetown. It flies away
from him, perhaps when he needs it most. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs it the most. The
money that a man has, he may lose. So famous did it become that, in , the town of Warrensburg, Missouri,
where the speech took place, erected a bronze statue to honor Old Drum and George G. Remember before you
hit me that I have teeth that could easily hurt you, but I choose not to bite you because I love you. When riches
take wings, and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in his love as the sun in its journey through the
heavens. Rather than discussing the details of the case, he eloquently praised the loyalty of a dog to his owner
in terms that brought tears to the eyes of the jury and of those who have read his brief remarks in the years
since. Senator from Missouri from to and became one of the leading orators and debaters of his time. Vest's
client was acquitted but soon burned at the stake by an angry mob. The one absolutely unselfish friend that a
man can have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him and the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog. He delivered his last speech to the Senate in January , attacking the coal trust that was
keeping the price of fuel artificially high even in a bitterly cold winter. According to an observer, the tiny,
wizened Vest, old and terminally ill, stood propped up beside his desk and by the sheer force of his passion
and his arguments shamed the majority Republicans into removing the duty on coal. And when the last scene
of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way, there by the graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his
paws, his eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in death. Vest took the case tried on
September 23, , in which he represented a client whose hunting dog, a foxhound named Drum or Old Drum ,
had been killed by a sheep farmer, Leonidas Hornsby. He served in the House of Representatives of the
Confederate Congress from February to January 12, , when he resigned, having been appointed to fill a
vacancy in the Confederate Senate.


