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Now as to the method of pricing. Those books that I have bought I have listed at their full price, as closely as I can
determine it. I have also listed at their full price.

Only child life is real life. Working out that he had books in his flat and an equivalent number elsewhere, he
allocates a range of prices, depending on whether the books were bought new, given, provided for review
purposes, borrowed or loaned. Not much changed during adult yearsâ€¦ lol]. The books would cost more but
they would take longer to read. This is about what it costs to sit in one of the more expensive seats in the
cinema. If as many as 10, copies of each book were sold â€” and even allowing for the school books, this is
probably a high estimate â€” the average person was only buying, directly or indirectly, about three books a
year. Of course, all prices are now inflated, including the price of books: still, it looks as though the cost of
reading, even if you buy books instead of borrowing them and take in a fairly large number of periodicals,
does not amount to more than the combined cost of smoking and drinking. But I do know that before the war
this country was publishing annually about 15, books, which included reprints and school books. And if our
book consumption remains as low as it has been, at least let us admit that it is because reading is a less
exciting pastime than going to the dogs, the pictures or the pub, and not because books, whether bought or
borrowed, are too expensive. Even the affection that one feels for a child, the desire to protect and cherish it, is
a cause of misunderstanding. In either case you would still possess the books after you had read them, and
they would be saleable at about a third of their purchase price. This was probably not much above the national
average. Meanwhile, what is the actual amount that the British public spends on books? Eight pounds a year
covers the cost of two daily papers, one evening paper, two Sunday papers, one weekly review and one or two
monthly magazines. There are library subscriptions, and there are also the books, chiefly Penguins and other
cheap editions, which one buys and then loses or throws away. If you bought only second-hand books, your
reading expenses would, of course, be much less: perhaps sixpence an hour would be a fair estimate. It is
nearly 9s 9d a week, and at present 9s 9d is the equivalent of about 83 cigarettes Players : even before the war
it would have bought you less than cigarettes. Obviously one often spends money on books without afterwards
having anything to show for it. And the child thinks of growing old as an almost obscene calamity, which for
some mysterious reason will never happen to itself. The books would cost more but they would take longer to
read. Take away God, Latin, the cane, class distinctions and sexual taboos, and the Fear, the Hatred, the
Snobbery and the Misunderstanding might still all be there. I, especially during primary school, was looking
very funny in my winter jacket: almost like a grown-up that failed to reach at least an average heightâ€¦of
course, it was useless any outcry, my parents always telling me that there is no money to waste on changing
clothes once a seasonâ€¦they were right and I accepted it as a matter of fact] Over things of this kind a child
will sometimes utter a protest, but a great deal of the time its attitude is one of simple concealment. If you
bought only second-hand books, your reading expenses would, of course, be much less: perhaps sixpence an
hour would be a fair estimate. People are too ready to forget the child physical shrinking from the adult. This
is the accumulation of about fifteen years â€” actually more, since some of these books date from my
childhood: but call it fifteen years. But I do know that before the war this country was publishing annually
about 15, books, which included reprints and school books. These figures are guesswork, and I should be
interested if someone would correct them for me. Our chief clue is the fact that we were once children
ourselves, and many people appear to forget the atmosphere of their own childhood almost entirely. I cannot
discover any figures, though no doubt they exist. Cigarettes: 63 years on' in their November edition.
Twenty-five pounds a year sounds quite a lot until you begin to measure it against other kinds of expenditure.
I have said enough to show that reading is one of the cheaper recreations: after listening to the radio probably
THE cheapest. It lives in a sort of alien under-water world which we can only penetrate by memory or
divination. I cannot discover any figures, though no doubt they exist. Of course, all prices are now inflated,
including the price of books: still, it looks as though the cost of reading, even if you buy books instead of
borrowing them and take in a fairly large number of periodicals, does not amount to more than the combined
cost of smoking and drinking. With prices as they now are, I am spending far more on tobacco than I do on
books. Therefore, reading is one of the cheapest recreations. A child which appears reasonably happy may
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actually be suffering horrors which it cannot or will not reveal. Not to expose your true feelings to an adult
seems to be instinctive from the age of seven or eight onwards. In either case you would still possess the
books after you had read them, and they would be saleable at about a third of their purchase price. It will think
that a person of 25 is 40, that a person of 40 is 65, and so on. These figures are guesswork, and I should be
interested if someone would correct them for me. This was probably not much above the national average.
Looking back on my own childhood, after the infant years were over, I do not believe that I ever felt love for
any mature person, except my mother, and even her I did not trust, in the sense that shyness made me conceal
most of my real feelings from her.


