
AN OVERVIEW OF THE ODYSSEY ESSAY BY HOMER

The Odyssey is Homer's epic of Odysseus' year struggle to return home after the Trojan War. While Odysseus battles
mystical creatures and faces the wrath of the gods, his wife Penelope and his son Telemachus stave off suitors vying for
Penelope's hand and Ithaca's throne long.

In The Odyssey the theme of nostro is very prevalent in this epic. With the encouragement of a disguised
Athena, Laertes strikes down the ringleader, Antinous' father. In both epics these themes are illustrated.
Revenge is a dish best served cold, or so they say, and Odysseus leaves nothing to chance during the finale of
the Odyssey. This work of creative writing has laid the foundation of storytelling that would later inspire other
popular writings like, The Hunger Games, The Lord of The Rings, and Harry Potter. Responsibility, an
important trait of a hero is demonstrated throughout the book constantly for a good reason. Resting on the
island of Helios, Odysseus' men disobeyed his orders not to touch the oxen. An anxious crowd of suitors have
swarmed his palace and destroyed his land, they attempt to court his wife, Penelope, who remains loyal to her
absent husband. A hero is a person who is admired or idealized for courage, achievements, and noble qualities.
In other words, I am claiming that Penelope utilizes the same manner of defense as Odysseus when she is in
unfavorable situation. Loyalty is one moral value that is evident throughout the poem. An epic hero is defined
as a character who possesses superhuman strength, craftiness, and confidence, is helped or harmed by the
gods, and usually possesses a natural position of authority. Setting: The sea and Ithaca Major Thematic
Topics: hospitality; loyalty; perseverance; vengeance; appearance versus reality; spiritual growth Motifs:
mythology; love; disguises Movie Versions: Ulysses ; The Odyssey The three most important aspects of The
Odyssey: The Odyssey is an epic, a very long poem on a single subject. From his words to his actions and
from his companions to the way he handles certain situations, Odysseus is vastly different from all other
mythical Greek heroes, a uniquity which leads to his story's eventual cheerful ending. Odysseus sets sail on a
makeshift raft, but the sea god Poseidon , whose wrath Odysseus incurred earlier in his adventures by blinding
Poseidon's son, the Cyclops Polyphemus, conjures up a storm. Odysseus is idolized for his few heroic deeds
during the Trojan War and his journey home to Ithaca. However, Odysseus is not quite the glorious soldier
that people often see him as. At that time in ancient Greek society, as well as in the whole of the ancient
world, the dominant role was played by men. Odysseus is hailed a hero for his heroic adventures and
conquests in the battle of Troy. Athena again comes to the aid of Odysseus, saving him from the wrath of
Poseidon, and the king finds his way to Scheria, the home of the Phaeacians. He and Telemachus, assisted by
a few faithful servants, kill every last suitor. In general, the characters of telemachus and Odysseus reflects on
that of an obedient son tied by his duties and a gentle father happy to reunite with his family.


