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The discussions in Chapter 6 , finally, are concerned with the issue of why NATO and its members took such
an interest in Kosovo when they appeared to have few if any conventional strategic or economic interests tied
up there. We can therefore calmly classify this book as one suitable for teaching purposes and the classroom.
In the wake of the Serb exodus following the June withdrawal of FRY military and police forces, the number
of Serbs living in Kosovo may have been cut by as much as three-quarters of its pre-conflict total. In addition
to all this, the worsening state of Kosovo's economy made the province a poor choice for Serbs seeking work.
On the eve of the conflict, the Serb minority was estimated as forming about 10 per cent of the population.
The Albanian response was initially non-violent. PDF This book examines the impact of the Kosovo crisis,
which reached its peak of intensity in â€”, on the continuing evolution and development of key issues relating
to post-Cold War European security overall. In June NATO and Yugoslavia signed a peace accord outlining
troop withdrawal and the return of nearly one million ethnic Albanians as well as another , displaced within
the province. In February Kosovo declared its independence from Serbia Yugoslavia had ceased to exist in ,
giving way to the federation of Serbia and Montenegro, which itself dissolved in  As a direct result of this, it is
often argued, the member states of the European Union EU resolved to develop an autonomous collective
military capability in order to enable them hopefully to avoid such an embarrassing degree of operational
dependence on the US in Europe in the future. September Learn how and when to remove this template
message The modern Albanian-Serbian conflict has its roots in the expulsion of the Albanians in from areas
that became incorporated into the Principality of Serbia. This book is a great achievement. Demaci himself
was imprisoned in along with many of his followers. His narrative of the war is full of telling quotations and
vivid detail. The rivers in Kosovo either flow north or south from this line of hills. Thousands of these lost
their jobs or were expelled from their educational establishments. Reflecting their importance in most
assessments of the Kosovo crisis, these issues are examined here in Chapter 1. The KLA regrouped and
rearmed during the cease-fire and renewed its attacks. After Kosovo became part of Serbia in the twentieth
century, colonisation programmes did little to arrest the trend of a growing Albanian majority. To the best of
my knowledge, this is the most informative, judicious and readable book now available. Serb activities in
Kosovo, it is argued, represented not a territorial threat to NATO but rather a challenge to the core values for
which it claimed to stand. The impact of the crisis, and of this co-operation, on the relationship since that time
is also considered here. Tito's death on 4 May ushered in a long period of political instability, worsened by
growing economic crisis and nationalist unrest. The Yugoslav and Serbian forces responded with a ruthless
counteroffensive and engaged in a program of ethnic cleansing. Judah describes events in modern Kosovo in
thorough detail and with a serious attempt at fairness to all parties. The legends and myths associated with
Prince Lazar, the Serb leader at Kosovo Polje, provided an important link between the medieval kingdom and
the emergence of a modern Serb national consciousness from the nineteenth century onwards. Judah has now
accomplished a second superb piece of analysis and reporting in record time. In terms of Serb national
mythologies, there is no more important event than the Battle of Kosovo Kosovo Polje , fought between the
Serb Kingdom and the Ottomans in  In the face of this deterioration, a final diplomatic effort began in January
when the parties in conflict were summoned to Rambouillet outside Paris. Before embarking on these
discussions, a brief recap on the background to and the course of the crisis in Kosovo may be useful. The
Kosovo Liberation Army KLA emerged in , and its sporadic attacks on Serbian police and politicians steadily
escalated over the next two years. During this time tension between the Albanian and Serbian communities
continued to escalate.


